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January 2004 

 
Hi All, 
 
Here’s what’s currently HOT! in hepatitis:  
 
This is a summary of The Incidence of Acute Hepatitis B in the US, 1990—2002  (from MMWR January 2, 2004/ 
52(51);1252-1254).  
 
Overall: The CDC reports that during 1990--2002, the incidence of acute hepatitis B declined 67%, from 8.5 per 
100,000 population (21,102 total cases reported) to 2.8 per 100,000 population (8,064 total cases reported). By re-
gion in 2002, incidence was highest in the South (3.6), followed by the Northeast (3.5), the West (2.3), and the Mid-
west (1.6). During 1990--2002, decreases in incidence were greatest in the West (78%), followed by the Midwest 
(72%), the South (59%), and the Northeast (52%); however, incidence in the Northeast has increased 41% since 
1999. 
 
Among men vs. women: The incidence of acute hepatitis B among men has been consistently higher than among 
women. In 1990, the incidence among men and women was 9.8 and 6.3, respectively; in 2002, the incidence was 3.7 
and 2.2, respectively. Overall, incidence among women has declined more than among men; the male-to-female 
acute hepatitis B rate ratio was 1.5 in 1990, compared with 1.7 in 2002.  
 
By age: The most significant decline (89%) in acute hepatitis B incidence during 1990--2002 occurred among per-
sons aged 0--19 years, from 3.0 in 1990 to 0.3 in 2002. Among persons aged 20--39 and >40 years, acute hepatitis B 
incidence declined 67% and 39%, respectively; however, the majority of this decline occurred during 1990--1998.  
 
Note: Since 1999, the incidence of acute hepatitis B has increased 5% among males aged 20--39 years and 20% 
and 31%, respectively, among males and females aged >40 years. Since 1999, after more than a decade of de-
cline, hepatitis B incidence among men aged >19 years and women aged >40 years has increased. The most com-
mon risk factors reported among adults with acute hepatitis B continue to be multiple sex partners, MSM, 
and injection-drug use. Different high-risk behaviors accounted for the majority of transmissions in different locales. 
Changes in patterns of sexual behavior could be responsible for the increasing transmission of HBV among MSM.  In 
1982, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommended hepatitis B vaccination for sexually active 
homosexual and bisexual men and IDUs and, in 1985, for heterosexuals with multiple sex partners or a recent STD 
 
Perinatal HBV: In 1991, a comprehensive strategy to eliminate HBV transmission was implemented in the United 
States and has reduced the incidence of acute hepatitis B among children. The strategy included universal infant 
vaccination, universal screening of pregnant women, and post-exposure prophylaxis of infants born to infected moth-
ers to prevent perinatal HBV infection; since 1982, adolescents and adults at high risk have been recommended to 
receive HBV vaccine (1). In 1995, the strategy was expanded to include routine vaccination of all adolescents aged 
11--12 years and, in 1999, to include all persons aged 0--18 years who had not been vaccinated previously (2).  
 
Note: The incidence of acute hepatitis B has declined steadily during the preceding decade, in part because of successful vac-
cination and other prevention programs. The observed decline in the incidence of acute hepatitis B among children occurred 
coincident with an increase in hepatitis B vaccination coverage among children aged 19--35 months, from 16% in  



In short, I want to congratulate all of you who are part of NM’s push to reduce and eliminate hepatitis B- you’re all 
doing a really wonderful job. Immunization works, and it’s clear that you’re all working very hard to get those vacci-
nations out and immunize the public.  
 
Change In The Minimum Age For Administration Of The Last Dose Of  
Hepatitis B Vaccine:  
 
At its October meeting, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted to change the minimum 
age at which the last dose of hepatitis B vaccine (either the third or fourth dose) can be given to 24 weeks of age. 
The recommendation for a minimum age of 24 weeks is a change from the minimum age of 6 months published in 
the ACIP and American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) General Recommendations on Immunization. This 
change is effective immediately.  
 
As with other vaccines, there is a four-day grace period around this dose; therefore the earliest age at which the last 
dose of hepatitis B vaccine can be administered is 164 days of age.  
 
Hepatitis A Brochure Produced By The Indian Health Service Available On CDC Website  
A hepatitis A educational brochure targeted toward Native Americans is available on the website of the Division of 
Viral Hepatitis, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Produced by the Indian Health Service (IHS), 
the colorful brochure is intended to be culturally appropriate. 
“Hepatitis A: A Vaccine Preventable Disease” can be downloaded in ready-to-copy (PDF) format at :          http://
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/resource/PDFs/hav_na.pdf 
 
In other news, the NM Hepatitis C Alliance has been working hard this last month, and is in the final stages of outlining the 
Core Elements and Enabling Processes of our state- wide strategic plan. The Alliance hopes to have the strategic plan com-
pleted and published in time for the 3rd Hepatitis C Consensus Conference scheduled for May. 
 
Hepatitis C Support Group List Updated, The list is on page 9. 
 

LAST MINUTE BREAKING NEWS!! 
 
According to Carly Christian, Our VFC Program 
Manager, our immunization rates are rising!  We are 
now rated 43rd in the country instead of the 49th 
ranking we had last year.  Our rates for completion 
have gone from 61% to 71% in one year.   Good JOB 
Immunization Folks—that is everyone who helps and 
gives immunizations in our state. 
 



New Mexico Hepatitis C Support Groups 
 

Alamogordo                                                 
Place:                                                           
                                         Gerald Champion Memorial Hospital 
                        Alamogordo, NM 
When:                  1st Monday of every month 
Contact:              Billy Mack 
Email:                  nmagc@tularosa.net 
 
Albuquerque 
Place:              University Hospital 
                        Manzano Room (back of cafeteria) 
                        2211 Lomas Blvd  NE 
                        Albuquerque, NM 
When:             3rd Tuesday of every month @ 5:00pm 
Contact:         Louise Smith or Lucy Yates 
Phone:             (505) 272-0173 
 
Place                    TBA 
                            Albuquerque, NM 87181 
When:                  4th Saturday of every month @ 9:00am 
Contact:              Janet Brown 
Phone:            (505) 304-1839 
 
Carlsbad 
Place:                   Library Annex 
                            Halagueno Park 
                            Carlsbad, NM 
When:                  2nd Tuesday of every month 
Contact:                                          Mickey Compton 
Phone:   (505) 887-2121 wk  (505) 628-3590 hm 
 
Clovis 
Place:                   Plains Regional Medical Center 
                            Caduceus Room 
                            Clovis, New Mexico 
When:                  1st Thursday of every month @ 6:30 pm 
Contact:              Michael Owen 
Phone:                                              (505) 762-8351 
 

Farmington 
Place:                   Life Course Center 
                             Farmington, NM 
When:                   2nd Tuesday of every month @ 5:30 pm 
Contact:                                      Charles Hoffman, MD 
Phone:   (505) 326-5359 
 
Place:             2325 E. 30th Street 
                       Farmington, NM 
When:          2nd Wednesday of every month @ 5:30pm 
Contact:          Kelly Thompson 
Phone:            (505)  327-0773 
 

Grants 
Place               Cibola Counseling Center 
                        PSR Building 
                        906 N. 1st Street 
                        Grants, NM 
When               1st Wednesday of every month @ 6pm 
Contact:         Randell 
Phone:            (505) 287-4059 
 
Hobbs 
Place:                   5419 N. Lovington Way, Ste 5 
                             Hobbs, NM 
When:                   TBA 
Contact:              Francisco Ruiz, MD 
Phone:   (505) 392-8593 
 
Las Cruces 
Place:                   Branigan Library 
                             Las Cruces, NM 
When:                   4th Wednesday of every month 
Contact:              Blanca Scott 
Phone:   (505) 528-5107 
 

Santa Fe 
Place:              St. Vincent Hospital Cafeteria 
When:           1st Wednesday of every month @ 5:30pm 
Contact:         Jessie Doyle 
Phone:            (505) 983-5631 


